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 Amid the hustle and bustle of the Advent season take time to reflect upon this  very special time of year and its 
meaning—the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Numerous opportunities exist for parishioners to 
contribute to the joy of the season by: 
• Helping to clean and decorate the church 
• Purchasing a poinsettia or holiday greenery 
• Donating to JOIN to purchase gifts for needy teens 
• Baking cookies for distribution to homebound 
 parishioners 
• Caroling at Heartland Victorian Village 
• Participating with fellow parishioners in song and 
 prayer at our holiday Masses 
 

Advent at St. Francis 

The process of defining the scope of 
parish leadership began approximately 
three years ago. The Finance Council 
first contacted Ellen Weilbacher from the 
Diocesan Office of Pastoral Services and 
Planning for assistance.  Ellen came to 
listen and help establish clear lines of 
fiscal responsibilities: accounting, 
reporting, compliance, and money 
management.  
 
Next, the Stewardship Council met with 
Ellen to clarify its role in our parish.  Its 
mission includes: welcoming, engaging,  
affirming, and Tapestry.  
 
All three councils met together with 
Ellen in May 2014 to further explore 
ways to integrate their work and to grow 
and strengthen our parish.  Ellen provided 
council members with reading material 
and examples of best practices for effective parish leadership.  Subsequently, council members read, debated, 
shared ideas, and designed  and edited the graphics that illustrate their hopes, dreams and actions. 
As a result of these meetings and discussions, the Pastoral Council defined its responsibilities as: parish life, 
ministries, and spiritual formation.       
 

(Continued Staff and Council on page 4) 

Figure 1: Roles of staff and the Pastoral, Stewardship and Finance Councils 

STAFF AND COUNCILS COMPLETE EFFORT TO CLARIFY ROLES 
AND FUNCTIONS 
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Celebrating Community and Stewardship—Fall at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish 

Fall is always a busy time at St. Francis of Assisi. Parishioners traditionally take part in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Friends of the Poor Walk in September and in October we celebrate the birth and Transitus of our patron, St. 
Francis of Assisi, hold a pet blessing, come together for our parish picnic, and commit to making our church and 
our community a better place on Commitment Sunday. Here are a few photos that capture some of  this year’s 
activities. 
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Lazarus Ministry: Blessed Are Those Who Mourn … For They Shall Be 
Comforted 

other than during the prayer service are also 
encouraged. 
Funeral Service.  Attends and participates in the 
Mass of Christian Burial (if held at St. Francis 
Church). Serves as a Greeter at the Mass and/or, if 
not handled by the deceased’s family, serves as a 
Lector or Eucharistic Minister. 
 Hospitality.  Prepares and donates a meat, salad, 
side dish, or dessert for the luncheon which the 
Committee provides for the deceased’s family and 
friends after they return from the cemetery; assists in 
the serving of the meal (buffet style); and cleans up 
afterwards. By its nature Hospitality requires a lot of 
flexibility and the most member involvement. The 
luncheons have served as many as 170 and as few as 
30. With God’s help, the Committee has never run 
out of food. Any leftovers are given to the deceased’s 
family or delivered to a local shelter. 
 Follow Up.  Sends cards to or otherwise contacts 
the deceased’s spouse, significant other or closest 
relative in the period following the funeral to let them 
know the parish is thinking about them.  
 
Mary Ann and Dan Kerscher are the current 
Contact Persons (614-457-1314) for the Lazarus 
Ministry. Both will tell you what a blessing it has been 
for them to be able to do something for families when 
they may be at their lowest point. New Committee 
members are always needed. Say Mary Ann and 
Dan, “The hugs and thanks we get at the luncheons 
make all the work worthwhile. We invite every 
parishioner to add their name to our roster.” 

The Lazarus Funeral Ministry (Lazarus Committee) was 
started in 2007 by Mary Ann Theado and thirteen other  
parishioners who shared the belief that the death and funeral 
of any parishioner affects not only the family involved but 
all of St. Francis of Assisi parish. Many of those 
parishioners, including Mary Ann, are still active in the 
Committee today. 
 
Committee members cannot pre-plan their schedules or 
mark their calendar for dates that they will be called upon 
to act. At best they can expect only a few days notice that a 
death has occurred or a funeral has been scheduled. The 
Committee maintains a list of parishioners who have 
indicated a willingness to “help out” when they are 
contacted . The longer that list the more likely it is that a 
sufficient number of parishioners will be available to help at 
any given time. In recent years St. Francis of Assisi has 
experienced 3-5 funerals per year. When called upon 
Committee members  are asked to help in one or more of 
the following ways: 
 
 Visitation. Attends and participates in the prayer service 
for the deceased held at the funeral home (usually the 
evening before the funeral). Visitations to the funeral home 

Parishioner Pat Mooney Shares the 
History of St. Francis Church 

Pat Mooney is a lifelong learner who loves exploring 
history. He served for 25 years as the president of the 
Catholic Record Society of the Diocese of Columbus, 
which, according to its mission, “is dedicated to the 
searching out, preserving, and publishing or otherwise 
making available to researchers and the public any 
materials pertaining to events, persons, organizations, and 
places in Ohio historically associated with the Diocese of 
Columbus.” So it was not surprising that  Pat began 
exploring St. Francis’ past when he and his wife Margaret 
became parishioners. 
 
Pat shared his findings on October 17th when parishioners 
gathered in St. Francis’ hall to hear Pat’s fascinating 
descriptions of  St. Francis of Assisi’s early years and the 
neighborhood which now is the Short North. Key facts 
presented by Pat include: 
 
• St. Francis was founded in 1892. Prior to the building 

of the church Masses were held at a former Methodist 
Church. Rent for the facility was $318 for two years. 

 
(Continued Pat Mooney on page 4) 

In Memoriam 
Long time St. Francis of Assisi parishioner JoAann 
Madigan Casaday passed away on Friday, November 
7, 2014. JoAnn, who was the youngest of  nine 
children, attended St. Francis grade school.  
 

JoAnn graduated from The Ohio State University 
and  taught in schools in the Diocese  of Columbus 
for 31 years. She tutored and mentored children 
during her teaching career and after retirement.  
 
A member of the St. Francis ‘ Seniors group, JoAnn 
and her husband of 46 years, Dick, served as 
collection counters.  
 
JoAnn had a great love of family and her faith . She  
had a wonderful sense of humor, loved to laugh and 
always loved a good joke.   



 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

church 
 

386 Buttles Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Email: office@sfacolumbus.org 
Phone: (614) 299-5781 
Web: SFAColumbus.org 

 
Join us for Mass 

Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Tuesday-Fridays: 6:00 pm 

Holy Days: 6:00 pm on Holy Day 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Fridays: 5:30 pm 

 
 

Contact  Karen Scheid 
(klscheid@gmail.com or Lorri Kuczynski 

(lorrik09@gmail.com) if you have 
comments or suggestions for  future 

newsletter articles. 

(Staff and Council continued from page 1) 
 
The graphic display of the vision for our parish and how we work 
together to achieve that vision (Figure 1) reflects the collaborative 
effort of all three parish councils. At the heart of it all is our parish 
mission statement.  While we strengthen our lines of 
communication between the three councils and all the member of 
our parish, we also realize our commitment to the larger church 
in our community and throughout the world (Figure 2).  With 
Father Valcin’s blessing and encouragement, we hope that our 
parish continues to grow and thrive.  

Figure 2: Parish Commitment to the Larger Church and Community 

(Pat Mooney continued from page 3) 

• The cornerstone for  St. Francis of Assisi 
was laid in 1895 by Bishop Watterson. A 
reenactment of that event occurred in 
1995. 

• The church’s original architects  were 
Joseph Yost and Frank Packard.  
Renovations were made in 1955 and 
1986. 

• In 1906 a two-story school was built on 
what is now the church parking lot. It 
was no longer operating as a school when 
it burned down in 1973. 

•  Contrary to popular belief most 
members of the early church were Irish, 
not Italian. 

• The large east window at the front of the 
church depicting Jesus’ revelation of his 
sacred heart to Margaret Mary Alacoque 
was donated by Jeremiah O’Shaughnessy. 
The window is on the east of the church 
because St. Francis’ mother church was 
Sacred Heart which is located east  of St. 
Francis on Hamlet Street.  

 
Thanks to Pat for helping St. Francis’ past 
come to life! 

St. Francis of Assisi Mission 
Statement 

St. Francis of Assisi is a diverse community of faith 
rooted in Christ. We follow the Roman Catholic 
tradition seeking to become a people utterly 
inspired by faith and devotion to God, as lived by St. 
Francis. 
 
The center of our life is the Eucharist, where we 
come to know Christ in one another, in Sacred 
Scripture, and in Sacrament. 
 
We strive to become a family with hearts open to 
all, sharing the joy of God’s word and the challenge 
of on-going spiritual growth. 
 
We labor to transform society through acts of social 
justice and charity, to promote peace, and to ease 
the burdens of poverty, illness, and discrimination 
within our parish and the larger community. 


